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For this class period we learned the importance of not only understanding different points of views but always valuing the differences and beauty of diversity among cultures. Growing up with a European mother I have gained so much insight and respect about various cultures. My mother is Dutch and was born in Holland and raised there before her family moved to the United States. When I hear about their stories of coming to the US and all of the various trials and challenges they faced, I have gained a new understanding for the life my grandparents created for my mom and her siblings. When I read these articles about the differences various families experience in and out of the school system, it is always helpful for me to use my mom as a reference to hear about her insight and opinions to various situations. I think my perceptions were challenged today in a multitude of ways. The struggles parents must face today are similar, yet so different than that of the issues decades ago. Although I was born and raised in a very diverse area and have learned to appreciate various cultures, it is still a challenge for me to relate 100% of the time to (future) students. I think it is a fine line I will have to walk between valuing a culture and not over highlighting a specific aspect of a race or culture. 
I believe this way of thinking fits my previous schema because I have always had an admiration for culturally rich influences in my life, which I what has lead me to my current career path. I truly believe in the power of joining cultures and having a shared appreciation for one another. A new way of thinking has risen for me in that I am now trying to highlight a student’s native way of living without “calling them out.” The article “Learning from Latino Families” by Susan Auerbach highlights the fact that we need to be cautious of the way we go about asking questions. I believe I will have to be aware of the challenge I will be presented with in terms of honoring their ways of life without always using them as examples in class which could potentially lead to discomfort between them and the other students in the class from various races. I know this is a challenge that will be possible to overcome, but it will take a great deal of diligent planning on my part as an educator. 
